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SOIL IS A LIMITED NATURAL RESOURCE 

“Because it is everywhere, we tend to overlook the fact that 
soil is a limited natural resource”.  



PROVISSION OF ECOSYSTEM SERVICES BY SOILS 



Land degradation affects soil health 



STATUS ON FOOD INSECURITY 2012 



food 

production 

needs 

+60% 
globally 

+100% 
in developing 

countries 

Towards 2050: food demand 



Are we ready for that challenge? 



GSP Officially Endorsed by 193 countries 

• During the last COAG 23 Session, the 
Committee, 193 member countries to FAO 
endorsed the establishment of the Global 
Soil Partnership, and welcomed the update 
provided by the Secretariat.  

 

 

 

• At the 145 FAO Council the GSP ToRs have 
approved and country members of FAO urged 
its implementation.  

 



Structure of the GSP 



GSP Pillars of Action  

1. Promote sustainable management of soil resources and improved global 
governance for soil protection and sustainable productivity; 

2. Encourage investment, technical cooperation, policy, education awareness and 
extension in soils;  

3. Promote targeted soil research and development focusing on identified gaps, 
priorities and synergies among economic/productive, environmental and social 
dimensions;  

 4. Enhance the quality and availability of soil data 
and information: collection, analysis, validation, 
reporting, monitoring, integration with other 
disciplines; 

5. Harmonize and establish voluntary guidelines of 
methods, measurements and indicators for soil 
protection and sustainable management. 

 



GSP LAUNCH IN WEST AND CENTRAL AFRICA 

B 

- Soils are a crucial component on sustainable 
intensification of agriculture (food security) and 
climate change adaptation; 

- Priorities: implement sustainable soil management 
with especial attention to integrated soil fertility 
management and soil conservation practices to 
address soil degradation; 

- Updating soil information systems at regional and 
national levels in order to guide actions towards 
climate change adaptation and food security; 

- Capacity development in an interdisciplinary 
setting. 

- Increase investment in soil activities.   

 

More priorities to come…… 


